
Minutes of Brampton Community Band AGM 2019 

Thursday 7th November 2019 

Meeting commenced at 7.25pm. 

Present:  Tom Humphries (Chair),  Paul Balderson (Vice Chair), Mike Hart (Gig 

Secretary), Peter Darling, Ken Lister, Rachel Schofield, Mary Kane, Sue Wheeler, Roy 

Hoffmeister , Martin Coslett. 

Apologies:  Steph Watts (Treasurer), Karen Hopkinson, (Secretary), Mike Hicken, Sue 

Cupitt. 

Welcome:  The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and noted that local flooding 

meant that the list of apologies was longer than expected.  Nevertheless the meeting 

was quorate and there was a consensus to proceed. 

Approval of Minutes of AGM 2017:   Acceptance of Minutes of the 2018 AGM were 

proposed by Mike Hart and seconded by Mary. 

Matters Arising from Minutes of AGM 2018:   The web site has been redeveloped 

using up-to-date technology at modest cost and after a few teething troubles is 

functioning well.   Nicola Beazley has been conducting 1 hour workshop sessions in the 

latter part of band practices approximately once a month, which the meeting felt had 

been effective and enjoyable.  New loudspeakers have not been purchased on grounds 

of cost and the old ones being effective, despite their weight.   Steph and Mary organised 

the band’s own successful ceilidh at Loundsley Green in April this year.   The increased 

price of £250 (previously £200) for a gig has been implemented and doesn’t seem to 

have put off customers.   Loundsley Green are being charged £175 (previously £150) 

and seem happy. 

Presentation of Accounts:    The Treasurer had circulated the accounts prior to the 

meeting.  In summary, the band incurred a deficit of £534 in the year to 31 October 

2019, having broken even the previous year.    This change is due, very broadly, to the 

£200 web site redevelopment and the £350 cost of the monthly sessions with Nicola 

neither of which occurred last year.  Full details are in the accounts.  The Treasurer 

recommended continuing the suspension of band members’ subscriptions for practice 

sessions, but to keep this under review.  Agreed by all.   [The Treasurer asks members to 

note that the correct figure for the year’s income is £1564.89 as shown in the table in the 

accounts.  The income figure of £1769 mentioned in the Commentary below the table is 

incorrect.] 

It was noted that: the band still has a substantial bank balance, sufficient to cover eg the 

cost of new PA gear should it be necessary, and that the cost of hiring the school would 

soon be increasing though we have not been told by how much.  

Approval of the accounts was proposed by Ken and seconded by Roy.   A vote of thanks 

was proposed by Tom to Steph for providing the figures and agreed by all. 



Chair’s report:   Tom noted the sad death of Pat Beard (our previous Chair) in February 

2019.  The new chair was elected unopposed at a Special Meeting of the band on 11 

April.  He welcomed Martin, who joined in the year, to the band.  A copy of the results of 

the recent members’ survey had been circulated before the meeting and was discussed. 

Election of Officers:  There were no nominations before the AGM.  All officers indicated 

their willingness to continue. 

Officers for 2019/2020 are therefore as follows: 

Chair         Tom Humphries, proposed by Martin and seconded by Peter. 

Vice-Chair Paul Balderson, proposed by Martin and seconded by Peter. 

Secretary Karen Hopkinson, proposed by Martin and seconded by Peter. 

Treasurer Steph Watts, proposed by Martin and seconded by Peter. 

Gig Secretary  Mike Hart, proposed by Martin and seconded by Peter 

Any Other Business.  Main topics discussed were: 

Our own ceilidhs:  Mary proposed organising our own ceilidh again this year – 

timing and venue to minimise clashes with Loundsley Green’s and St Thomas’s 

ceilidhs.   Mary also had hopes of organising a family ceilidh, perhaps in 

cooperation with Sue Wheeler’s church.   Mary and Sue offered to look into this 

further. 

Practice venue:  it was noted that the costs of hiring the school hall is set to 

increase.   It was recognised that the location is good, though the room is not 

ideal.  Several members expressed an interest in exploring alternatives though 

there was little optimism that anywhere better, overall, would be found.  

Pub sessions: several members expressed an interest in playing other than at 

the Tramway, or in addition to the Tramway.  Some found having to stop at 9pm 

was frustrating on occasions. 

Cheque signatories.   It was noted that currently we have only two signatories 

for band cheques whereas three are needed for practical purposes to allow for 

people being on holiday etc.    

Sound desk.  Paul said he would be grateful if someone would help out on the 

sound desk at gigs, giving him more chance to play. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm and Tom thanked everyone for attending. 

 

 


